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CNYSPCA honors Skanda Equine with I(lzey
award for care of Onondaga Nation ponies

Cazenovia resident Mar-
ion Secor and her staff at
Skanda Equine were honered
recently by the Central New
York SPCA for their reha-
bilitation and care of 15 wild
penies from the Onondag:
Nation that had struggled
through the 2012-13 winter
without food and access to
water and were in critical
condition,

The CNYSPCAs annu-
al fundraising benefit and
award ceremony, held Now.
8 at Justins Tuscan Grill in
Syracuse, brought together
animal lovers who align with
the agency’s mission and wish
to see its continued syccess at
a time when more and more
pets are being abandoned
and given away due to eco-
NOMmic pressures.

The event highlighted
the importance of the CNY-
SPCA’s mission while also
honoring a member of the
community who has done
something extraordinary in
the service of animals.

At the heart of the event

wvas the Kizey award ceremo-
ny, presented by CNYSPCA
Executive Director Paul Mor-
gan to Secor and her staff at
Skanda for their tireless effort
and dedication to the care of
e O'nondaga Nation ponies,
all of whom are doing beauti-
fully now and are preparing
for adoption.

He talked about the neces-
sity of open stalls and willing,
compassionate caregivers in
the case of horse rescue, and
how the success of his rescue
effort with the original four-
teen ponies would have been
impossible if Skanda hadn’t
stepped in when it did.

Terri Para, development
director for the CNYSPCA
and the woman behind the
annual Kizey award event,
spoke highly of Secor and
the way she offered her
support by taking in all the
ponies “without even batting
an eye.”

“These were wild, un-
handled ponies at the time,
and Marion and her staff
were in danger in those

COURTESY SKANDA EQUINE

Marion Secor, middle, is photographed at the Nov. 8 CNYSPCA Kizey award ceremony with Drew Raushi, left, and Matt Beeman. Drewisa
Skanda staff member and Matt is a volunteer who adopted two of the rescue ponies.

early days and she never once
complained. Instead, she was
there for us when we needed
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her and was there with an
open heart;” Para said.

Secor received the award
on behalf of Skanda and
thanked everyone who played
a pivotal role in supporting
the ponies through their
recovery process. She singled
out people from the com-
munity whose generosity and
kindness made a profound
difference in the lives of the
ponies, and spoke about each
of their contributions,

One young man, an
Amish gentleman from the
Nelson area, had come to
the farm almost daily after
the ponies arrived to help a
struggling mare stand up on
her feet, supporting her with
his own weight. Because of
his compassion and dedica-
tion, Secor said, the mare is
alive today and healthy and
strong.

A woman trom Cazenovia
whoisan equine professional

and horse lover had donated
a soft bed of straw to the
yearling who passed away
in his first week at Skanda,
and Marion thanked her for
showing him love. “Because
of you,” she said, “he experi-
enced love and what is more
beautiful than that”

Anyone interested in
making a contribution to the
CNYSPCA, visit their web-
site at cnyspca.ory and click
on “donate now”



